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Strong holiday travel season predicted for S. Florida

EY ARLENE SATCHELL
Staff writer

Are you ready for packed
planes, mads and hotel
rooms this season?

Airlines flying to and
from South Florida as well
as hotels in the region likeby
will see higher consumer

demand for tickets and
rooms for the 2017 year-end
h.uhrjﬂ' trawel seasom, kick-

with Thanksgiving
Da].r, industry specialists

m:llllH-elpir:l;g;Isulﬁl.cl-_'lIlmzl:-m:ll:-
ings uptick is a shortfall in
room nventory and asirfine
seals in parts of the Canb-

bean still recovering from
Hurricanes Maria and
consumer ophimism over
I:I'lestmnglls.ecnnumyis

E gem:_fml the econo-
mic winds are positive, the
stock market remains bull-
ish and the TS, consumer

[spending] reporting is very
upheat” said Scott Berman,
a hotel and tourism analyst
at PricewsterhouseCoop-
ers in Miami. “And in airlift
DEWS, We've g0t more seats
and more joms at
the three airports than
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we've ever had™”
South Florida will likely
a boost from displace-
rent business bﬂi{?ﬁm—
neled from hurricane-dam-
aged Caribbean destinations
like Puerto Rico, St. Thom-
US. Islands, St
M aﬁiﬂ\u islands
whena some tourism assets
remain closed this holiday
season, he said “That's o
our benefit, although we're
ot rheuan;r beneficiary”

Lower Thanksgiving av-
erage airfares and more
flight and destination op-
tions are offering travelers
greater flexibility and vari-
ety from South Florida air-
parts, travel experts say.

“Demand to Fort Lau-
derdale and Miami has
really incressed and hotels
are fuller too, with rates
inching up” said George
Hobica, president of Air-
farewatchdog.com. “It's
stronger than in the past

Fort Lauwderdale ranks
amongy AM Travel's top ¥

destinations
in 2007 on bookings
on AAA com. Both cities are
slso coumted among the top
28 busiest 118, airporis for
Thanksgiving travel, ac-
cording o research from
girfare app Hopper and In-
sureMy Trip.com.

Others aitest io the pos-
itive trends at play,

“Post Hurricane Irmna we
have seen an upiick in busi-
neas and (o some of ua it was
kind of bittersweet becaise
of the suffering” coused by

ark and Marina Kogan, of Brooklyn, MY, are staying at a
Fort Lauderdale beach hotel. Hotel demand and rates ane

up over last year, industry experts say.

the hurricanes, said Ed-
uardo Fernandez, general
manager of Sonesta Fort
Lauderdale Beach. “And
most of us believe that this
will continue into 20087

Tosome extent the hurri-
cane damage in the Carilsbe-
an and parts of the Florida
K-:mn uced travel options

wiking conventions, va-
cotions and weddings, he
waid,

“So becmse of that South
Florida becomes a really at-
tructive, safe and relatively
inexpensive destination, so
we are cautiously opti-
midstic,” Fernandes said,

The 240-room Sonesta

Beach County, general man-
ager John Parkinson sid.
Thie Hilton's room book-
ings for mid-December
thre Jan are
:ﬂmmﬁmm nﬁnu 7u;1?mm:
ahead of last year, Parkinson
saic. “There I8 some very
strong demand for West
Palm Beach over the holi-

In all, 26 million Floridi-
ans will be among 80.9 mil-
lion Americans expected to
travel S0 miles or more from
home between Now, 22 and
Now. 26, AAA said in its on-
nual forecast relensed
Thursday,

That’s up 3.2 percent

cies not seen in recent the start of what will likely

Fernander said. iv-  become the busiest

ing weekend is also ex- season in more than a dec-
o sell out, ade’ said AAA spokeswom-

In Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea, newcomer Plunge
Beach Hotel stll has avail-
ability for Thanksgiving hol-
:ida}'ﬁut:rn:E:ahnd. bkli;- '_mmm
are fill i or [ie-
upmq.llc when it's

cember wee

etpem!dtnh-uuldm

eral manager Tom

The 163-room oceanfront
hotel, which opened in
il, will alsc host an infhe
Mew England Patriots
fams for the National Foot-
ball Lespue team’s Dec. 1
fneeofl with the Mismi Dhal-
“We've had four and
ve-day reservation blocks
for months now,” Mulroy
said.
The Thanksgiving haoli-
week s also (rending
well for the 400-room
Hiltom West Palm Beach,
where many rooms have
ey b for UISA Field
Hockev events in Palm

an Vicky Evans. “A strong
economy and labor market
are erail rising in-
|3|:rnl.;ll;'e:i-lrl-l.lI:niﬂ'le cnnsflmer
confidence. These factors
should help fuel consumer
spending and generate a
stromg finish for rhe- travel
indusiry this

Muore are optng to
fly this %ﬂnkﬂm&m :F: s
son, likely swayed by
cheaper ave airfares
and rising gosoline prices,
AAA snid,

South Florida airports in
furn are ingr holi-
day cmﬂ%lﬂy with
several new routes and
fights sdded in 2007,

Fort Lauderdale-Haolly-
wond Infernational Airport

iunlii.'i[munliﬁ'ﬂ 3O tra-
elers to poss through Now. 21
o 27 — al3 percent increase
from the same 2006 period,

u.p::lu':nm:m Greg Meyer

atels Movember and Octo-
ber business has been very nuthunﬂlﬁmmlml year,
wtrong with high occupan “Than

stwtewide and 3.3 percent

giving licks off

The Fort Landerdale air-
port’s peak day will be Sat-
urday, with 10,000 pas-
nengrers, Meyer said.

M Minmi International

rport nearly L8 million
Imlnlu:.I 1I‘i|.'l.¥l."l‘! are ex-
pected between Nov, 17-28,
up &1 percent from last year,
spokesman Greg Chin said.
l‘ﬂlm Beach International
Airport is forecasting
160,000-70,000 travelers (o
puss through for Thanksgiv-
ing week, with its busiest
duyn coming before the holi-
day, spokeswoman Lacy
Larson suid,
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